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#1: We all know you don’t get successful just by having a good
idea or working hard. You get successful by being lucky too. If
I had to support my family growing up instead of having the
time to learn how to code, if I didn’t know I was gonna be fine
if Facebook didn’t work out, then I wouldn’t be standing up
here today.

And if we’re honest, we all know how much luck we’ve had to
get to this point in our lives.

Every generation expands its definition of equality. Previous
generations fought for the vote and civil rights. They had
the New Deal and Great Society. And now it’s time for our
generation to define a new social contract.

We should have a society that measures progress not just by
economic metrics like GDP, but by how many of us have a role
we find meaningful.

We should explore ideas like universal basic income to make
sure that everyone has a cushion to try new ideas. We’re
all going to change jobs and roles many times, so we need
affordable childcare to get to work and healthcare that’s not
tied to just one employer.
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#2: One of my favorite stories is when JFK went to go visit
the NASA space center, and he saw a janitor holding a broom
and he asked what he was doing. And the janitor replied: “Mr.
President, I’'m helping put a man on the moon”.

Purpose is that feeling that you are a part of something
bigger than yourself, that you are needed, and that you have
something better ahead to work for. Purpose is what creates
true happiness.

And you’re graduating at a time when this is especially
important. When our parents graduated, that sense of purpose
reliably came from your job, your church, your community.

But today, technology and automation are eliminating many
jobs. Membership in a lot of communities has been declining.
And a lot of people are feeling disconnected and depressed,
and are trying to fill a void in their lives.

As I’ve traveled around, I’ve sat with children in juvenile
detention and opioid addicts, who told me that maybe their
lives would have turned out differently if they just had
something to do—an after school program or somewhere to go.
I’ve met factory workers who know their old jobs aren’t coming
back and are trying to find their path ahead.

For our society to keep moving forward, we have a generational
challenge: to not only create new jobs, but create a renewed
sense of purpose.
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